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| Dyke Dirt 


After three and a half years as the 
premier lesbian couple of Hollywood, 
Ellen DeGeneres and Anne Heche 
publicly announced their break-up. The 
couple describes the split as “amicable” 
and close friends state that a third party 
is not involved in the break-up. 

(New York Daily News) 
Singer-activist-riot grrrl Sinéad 
O’Connor, famed for tearing up a 
photo of the Pope during a 
performance on Saturday Night Live, 
has come out as lesbian. O’Connor also 
recently became an ordained priest 
with a splinter group of the Catholic 
Church. 

(Curve) 

Lesbian author Pat Califia has changed 
her first name to Patrick and started the 
process of gender transition. Califia 
states that her new goal is to “create a 
bridge between dyke and transgendered 
eroticism.” Califia has also changed her 
last name to Califia-White, representing 
her commitment to her husband. 

(On Our Backs) 

In response to an on-line campaign 
criticising the anti-gay sentiments of 
radio therapist Dr. Laura, advertisers 
have been pulling their support in 
droves. Recently, the last three 
advertising holdouts — Sears, online 
discounter Priceline.com, and satellite 
provider Echostar — have pulled out. 
These companies join others such as 
Kraft, American Express, Xerox and 
Procter and Gamble in showing their 
disapproval of Dr. Laura’s repeated 
homophobic remarks. 
(stopdrlaura.com) 


Brooke Shields is inked to play a 
lesbian mother in the upcoming Barbra 
Streisand/Whoopi Goldberg-produced 
cable TV movie, What Makes a Family. 
Based on a true story, Shields plays a 
lesbian whose partner gives birth after 
becoming artificially inseminated. After 
the child’s mother dies, Shields’ 
character must fight to regain custody 
of her child. 

(Reuters) v 


for Lesbigns 


The Bagel Tree at 10345 Whyte Ave. 


Buddy's Pub at 11725B Jasper Ave. 

Cafe Mosaics at 10844 Whyte Ave. 

Urban Grind at 10124 - 124 St. 

The Roost private club at 10345 - 104 St. 
Secrets Bar & Grill at 10249 - 107 St. 


Out at the Office 


Do you feel a homosexual duty to 
be out at work? Or do you choose 
to separate work and pleasure? 
Send your photographs, cartoons, 
artwork, poetry, fiction and articles 
up to 500 words on lesbians at 
work by September 15 by e-mail to 
womonspace@hotmail.com, by fax 
to 455-9344, by mail to Box 128, 
Main RO., Edmonton, AB, T5J 3K4, 
or leave a message at 455-9344. 
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Letter to my Son 


Last night, I found several porn pictures 
you Rad downloaded from te Internet 
Ridden in one of your games directories. I 
opened a couple to check what they were 
and deleted all of them. I wisk I could 
delete them from your mind. 

You're 14, curious and interested in 
Sex. But you've never even kissed a girl. 
Now you will remember all those images, 
QiVing You expectations About Sex, about 
the way women Should look and react. TRe 
girl who was masturbating in the sRowen... 
do you know Rer name? WRat she's bike? 
iy she's getting paid for tRat? Ih ske was 
on drugs? What Ren lite is like? Nex 
Ropes and dreams? UYou don't know 
anything about Ren. Yet, she's a person, 
just like you. She's been reduced to a set 
of pixels on the Screen fron you to use Any 
way you please. 

T Rad Roped that you would discover 
Love and sex slowly, in real experiences. 
TRat you would notice a gint’s smile, the 
trash of Ren eyes. TRat your Reart would 
beat raster wher ske took your Rand. TRat 
you would discover te unique smell off Ren 
neck, taste the ditsyerent textures off Ren 
skin, manvel at the sounds of caresses 
and sighs. Just as ske would discover the 
same about you, eack step taken with eyes 
open, with delight, excitement and full 
Consent. Sexuality is mone than body parts 
rubbing against eack otkex. It is not about 
Raving sex with images. It's about using 
your body to give aud receive with a real 
person. It’s making love to Someone's 
intelligence, Self-nespect, Sense ofr Rumour, 
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caning — all the qualities tRat attract you 
to tRat person. 

Fucking is easy. Atter a few times, 
you get the Rang of it. “Fucking is empty. I 
know, I've done it plenty of times. At your 
age, my Reart was broken and stayed 
broken fron twenty-five years because tke 
ginl I loved rejected me. Notking was said, 
but I knew. Somehow, I closed that door 
and decided I was going to Rave every guy 
[ could. And I did. My body knew wat 
to do. I even got good at it. I could 
forget Row lonely and unreal I felt fon a 
frew Rouns. TRe chase made me Righ, not te 
Sex. Sexuality is weind tRat way; it car 
make you feel good about the wrong 
things. 

Please take the time to discover 
yourseltr, Row you freel aud Row you want 
to act with the girls to whom you'ne 
attracted. Don't cut them into little 
pieces... Lips, breasts, legs, genitals, 
buttocks. You lose the invisible, te 
essential pant... thein individuality, tRein 
stony, thein soul. Don't strip them of 
everything that makes them Ruman. 

[wish you could tell me Row your 
discoveny off Sexuality is prognessing. I 
will allow you your privacy. I only Rope 
you experience the Same Qwe and 
enchantment you felt when, fron the first 
time, you toucRed a caterpillar, rode your 
bike by yourselt, on played your drums in 
thot Of; On Gudience. May you neabize 
that sexuality is about communion and tRat 
it can fill you with the beat of litre itsebyy. 
All my love, Mom v 


The Alberta Report on the Arts 


| ie 


A few years back, Timothy J. Anderson, a 
singer, writer, editor, and librettist 
(writer of lyrics for stage and opera), 
among other things, wrote a book of 
poetry on sex, sexuality, and the erotic. 
Neurotic Erotica became the target of a 
censorship campaign by the Alberta 
Report, which attempted to shut down 
arts funding in the province based on the 
contents of his book. [Timothy, I 
apologize in advance for any mangling of 
your words. ] 

Timothy was not suddenly struck 
with a burning desire to write poetry 
about sex. “They were actually written 
on a dare. Someone told me I was a poet, 
and I said, no I wasn’t. I wrote the first 
dozen or so in the spirit of a dare.... Sex 


We can help: 


Edmonton Physical 
Therapy Clinic Ltd. 


10848 Jasper Avenue 
Tel: 428-6881 


No doctor's referral required 
WCB and CRP funded 


i - by Dinah Bear 


as a topic... was not picked for any 
specific reason. A problem [with this] is 
the expectation that a poet is giving you a 
distillation of their experiences, and 
giving you a form of truth. I, as a poet, 
was not revealing personal truths. ’m not 
the one making the decision [in the 
poems] about what is neurotic and what 
is healthy. The reader gets to decide. The 
book calls for people to use... a reasoned 
intelligence to decide where their erotic 
impulses come from. It calls for us to 
develop a civil morality on sexuality that 
is not based on blanket religious rules 
that are not shared by all, not based on 
assumptions of hetero normalcy, and are 
arrived at through reasonable debate.” 

So how did the Alberta Report react 
to this book? About a year after it was 
published, they republished two of the 
poems without permission, altering one 
of them, and sent them off to MLAs and 
right wing groups. “They kept asserting 
that taxpayer money was funding this 
book... but no taxpayer money went to 
this book! The provincial government 
does not use tax money for the arts!” All 
Alberta Foundation For the Arts monies 
are from lottery revenue, and the federal 
government supports publishing 
companies, not individual books. 
“Neurotic Erotica was the last book 
published that year, and there was no 
grant money left.... It was a risk.” Letters 
were written to explain this, but the 
Alberta Report continued to follow up 
with articles about the book being funded 
by tax money. 

The conservatives then put pressure 
on the Minister of Community 
Development to pull all provincial 
funding from publishing and the arts. 
“The way censorship advocates operate 
in this day and age is to try to boil things 
down to their dollar value. They try to 
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get people all upset by money wasted, or 
say the money has come from a less than 
savoury endeavour. They tried to make it 
look like it’s all about... the government 
giving tax money to support porno- 
graphy. But it was not tax money and it 
was [legally determined] not 
pornography.” So, what was it about? “It 
was about the fact that the editor’s 
beliefs do not support expressions of 
alternate sexuality... They said that the 
book was not only obscene, but could be 
charged with religious libel. They 
wanted to censor, to use their own 
criteria for what should and should not 
be published. If taxes are going towards 
something, they assume they have the 
right to repress it. Those of us doing the 
art are taxpayers too! My feeling is that 
public funds ought to reflect the 
diversity of public interest. Considering 
how many people are actively engaged in 
a sexual life, a book that examines the 
continuum of erotic desire and asks 
serious questions should have received 
tax funding.” 

The interesting thing about the 
Alberta Report’s response to the 
situation was their own less-than- 
exemplary behaviour. In addition to 
disregarding copyright laws and printing 
false information about both the 
publishing company and Timothy, they 
wouldn’t honour Timothy’s request not 
to take publicity photos — a serious 
breach of privacy. As for the money 
issue: “The Alberta Report’s parent 
company had defaulted on a $186,000 
opportunity development loan, which is 
taxpayer money. Even if the book had 
used grant money, it would only have 
come to about $1,500. If it was about 
money and moral issues, the Alberta 
Report’s own actions... were suspect!” 
The writer of the Alberta Report article 
later wrote a favourable review for a 
weekly paper on a book in which 
someone had sex with the devil, 
prompting others to point out that 
“perhaps her moral outrage had to do 
with who was paying for the review.” 
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The response from the literary 
community was varied. “The publisher 
got a lot of flack from the publishing 
community because they felt that it was 
jeopardizing their own funding. But a lot 
of writers expressed their support to me, 
and to the publisher.” To save them from 
the ensuing negative publicity, Timothy 
offered to withdraw from work at a 
children’s theatre, but was told, “no 
matter what they do, someone is 
offended. Let them complain!” 

The public had a slightly different 
response to the editorial. “I was 
prepared for people to be offended... but 
I expected people to question their own 
erotic impulses. I was really offended 
when it went the political route. Nobody 
seemed to want to know what the book 
was about. They [Alberta Report] didn’t 
do their homework, and made some big 
assumptions about who I must be. 
People... wrote to the Alberta Report 


cross-pornographic pollination 
these days.... We’ve been as 
thoughtful about porn as we 
have been stimulated by it, and 
now that analysis is going to 
come in handy. Lesbians will 
make porn respectable.... We’re 
going to do it all night and write 
it, paint it, and video tape it 
all day. 

Susie Bright in Susie Sexpert’s 
Lesbian Sex World 


“We were starting our video 
company, S.1.2. Video Productions, 
| which stands for Sex, Indulgence, 
and Rock ‘n’ Roll... Our motto is 
‘We change the way people fuck.’ 
We want to make dyke porn, but 
also continue to enlighten the 
straight world.” 

Jackie Strano in On Our Backs, 

| June-July 2000 


| Pornography, Customs ano’ the Corts 


The long and tortured story of Little 
Sisters Book and Art Emporium shows 
that obscenity law, particularly as it has 
been interpreted and enforced by 
customs officials, has been used as a 
tool to harass this and other commu- 
nity bookstores. One problem is the 
law and the other is the practice of 
customs officials. Both matters were 
recently brought before the Supreme 
Court of Canada. A decision should be 
handed down in a few months. 

| CUSTOMS | 

Since the store opened in the mid- 
80s, its owners have been plagued with 
trouble. Books and magazines ordered 
from other countries for sale in the 
store were regularly stopped at the 
border. Magazines like eeek and The 
Advocate, books by Jane Rule, and art 
by Persimmon Blackbridge were seized 
and held at the border. The owners 
challenged many of the seizures. The 
challenges were largely successful, but 
were time-consuming, costly and pretty 
much moot in the case of time-sensitive 
materials like magazines. Even after 
successfully challenging a seizure and 
proving the material was not obscene, 
the owners would find the very same 
publication again stopped at the border 
(presumably by a different official). 
Infuriatingly, the very books and 
magazines seized on their way to Little 
Sisters could often be found on the 
shelves of other shops, and even in 
public libraries. 

When Little Sisters finally took the 
matter to court, it was discovered that 
it had been targeted by customs 
officials. The store was on a 
pornography “hit list,” and shipments 
addressed to them were routinely 


by Julie €. Lloyd 


stopped at the border and searched, 
while shipments to other stores were 
left alone. The Court also found that 
customs officials were poorly trained, 
were given little guidance to help them 
identify obscene material, and had 
neither the time nor the sophistication 
to make the determination themselves. 

Little Sisters is looking for a ruling 
from the Court that the customs law is 
invalid by reason that it is too vague 
for customs officials to enforce with 
any degree of precision. 


OBSCENITY 
The second issue that we hope the 
Court rules on is that of the criteria by 
which gay and lesbian materials should 
be evaluated to determine if they are 
obscene or not. The current definition 
(Cont. on p. 17) 


JULIE C. LLOYD 


Barrister & Solicitor 


1506, 10117 Jasper Avenue 
Edmonton, Alberta T5J 1W8 
Telephone: 497-7755 
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Dear Dr. Dyke: 

My girlfriend is obsessed with 
watching dirty movies. Whenever I ask 
what she wants to do, it’s always, “Rent 
an X-rated movie.” I think the movies 
are gross and don’t turn me on at all. 
The problem is she can’t seem to get 
turned on without porn. How can I get 
her hot-to-trot without having to sit and 
watch blow job after blow job? 

Signed, B] and The Bear 


First order of business, stop using 
phrases like hot-to-trot. That’s not 
helping anybody! Second, is renting 
porn all she EVER wants to do? (Eg. 
You: What do you want to do for 
breakfast, Sweetie? Her: Rent an X- 
rated movie.) If so, that would be a 
whole different problem. Why not 
buy lesbo erotica/porn? Made for 
dykes by dykes, there’s something for 
everyone! Failing that, why not 
borrow a camcorder from work and 
make your own video? PS. Don’t 
forget to send a copy to Dr. Dyke - 
I'd be more than happy to review it 
for you! Hey, I’m a doctor, it’s 
nothing I haven’t seen before... 


Dear Dr. Dyke: 

I have been with my partner for 4 
years. She’s bisexual and recently asked 
what I thought about having a three- 
some with a guy. I don’t like the idea, 
but I want her to be happy. I've never 
been with a man. Should I just go for it? 
Signed, Three’s Company 


No!! No-o!! Unless you WANT your 
relationship to crumble. Your partner 
was bisexual. She’s with you now 
and, keeping in mind that Dr. Dyke is 
an incurable romantic, she will be a 
lesbian forever since you will be 
together forever. When it comes to 
sex, yes, you want to please your 
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X3).¢ Dr. Dyke 


partner, but within reason. That little 
French maid outfit in my closet isn’t 
wearing itself! If she is missing the 
thrill of het sex, there is a plethora of 
penis alternatives out there. Bringing 
another person into the mix never 
helps a relationship. There are very 
few women who can have sex with 
no emotional connection, unless you 
count most of Dr. Dyke’s exes. 


Dear Dr. Dyke: 

I live with two roommates: a 
straight guy and another lesbian. My 
lesbian roomie is a slob! She throws her 
jacket on the floor, tosses her socks by 
the TV, and leaves a trail of dirty dishes 
wherever she goes. We have both told her 
to clean up, but she never does. 

Signed, The Odd Couple 


I have no tolerance for piggy-dykes. 
It’s disrespectful to you and the 
straighty. Take your trusty shovel (I 
know you have one!), scoop up all of 
her crap, and pitch it out the door. 
Okay, if you’re a soft touch, first try 
putting up a few hundred ads around 
the apartment for a new neat roomie. 
Failing that, go to Costco, buy a big- 
ass bag of hamster litter and dump a 
little in her room daily until she 
agrees to move out. You can’t reason 
with an animal. Vv 


_ The “doctor” isin. 


Send your questions to the _ 

relationship/life/sex/ 

home improvement 
dyke expert! 


Write to doctordyke69@hormail.com 
roctor Dyke, Box 128, Main RO. 


Womons pace 
Golf ClGssic 


| hy Bernice | 


On the weekend of July 22, 2000, 28 
eager golfers gathered at the Country 
Nine Golf Course near Bashaw, Alberta 
for nine holes of fun-filled action in the 
annual Womonspace Fun Golf Classic. 
The weather was absolutely wonderful 
and the venue in great shape, although 
a couple of the younger participants 
had to be rescued from being carried 
off the course by a swarm of 
mosquitoes. After all the golf action, 
everyone was treated to a delicious 
barbecued steak supper catered by the 
owners of the golf course. A special 
thanks to Marie, Pauline, Armand, 
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Kristy, Karen, Sylvia and Sandy for 
preparing the food and getting the 
course ready. The evening ended with 
prizes awarded in several categories: 
lowest score - Karen, Sylvia, Marie and 
Pauline; highest score - Ann and Julie; 
longest drive - Karen L.; shortest drive - 
Bernice L.; longest putt - Karen H.; 
most putts - Connie and Bernice K.; 
lowest putts - Janet and Karen; and 
closest to the pin - April. A special 
thanks to all the sponsors of prizes: Mac 
Tools, Country Nine Golf Course, 
Womonspace, Cookies by George and 
Verna Mumby Tree Services. 

On behalf of all the participants, I 
would like to extend a special thanks to 
the organizer of the tourney, Carol and 
her very capable and talented assistant, 
Louise. I’m already looking forward to 
next year’s edition of the Womonspace 
Golf Classic! 


Photos by Bernice 
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Speaking of “Norme]” 


Life is always changing and 
challenging. Two sets of good friends 
have ended long term relationships. 
Couples in my office want to know, “Is 
all this hard work worth it? How do 
we know it will last forever?” Couples 
grapple with relationship and 
parenting issues. Is it step-parenting, 
co-parenting, or room-mating with 
another adult? Is parenting determined 
only by birth or adoption, or by 
residing with another adult in an 
intimate relationship? Many blended 
families end because it’s too hard to 
navigate the rocky shores of 
expectations and disappointments. 
Those words from the Broadway play, 
“you're perfect, I love you, now 
change” seem to be the reality of most 
relationships. Angry, hurtful 


Liz Massiah 


M.S.W., R.S.W. 


Clinical Social Worker 


Healing work with lesbians 
by a lesbian. 


Sliding scale. 


#203, 10129 - 124 Street 
Edmonton, Alberta 
Phone (780) 415-5434 


“Through uncertainty to new possibilities.” 
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by Liz Massiah, MSW, RSW" and Gordon Portman” 


accusations go back and forth, with 
little room for anything other than 
getting our own way. 

We are told we must learn to 
tolerate each other’s differences, to 
accept them for who they are. 
(Whatever the hell that really means; it 
always makes me suspicious when I 
hear that phrase. Does it mean that 
when | act like an idiot, I should not 
have that pointed out to me, 
respectfully, of course?) 

A sojourn into the Canadian 
Oxford Dictionary reveals, “tolerate: 
allow the existence, practice or 
occurrence of without authoritative 
interference or proscription; endure or 
allow with patience, leniency or 
understanding, put up with; sustain or 
endure.” This suggests a lot of effort 
and a determination to ‘do the right 
thing,’ even when it’s not something I 
agree with, want or believe in. In my 
activist days, long discussions with 
Tories about tolerance were common, 
and I would find ways to make 
tolerance seem tolerable, much along 
the ‘grin and bear it’ approach. 

Another sojourn into the 
dictionary produces, “accommodate: 
provide lodging or room for, adapt, 
harmonize, reconcile; do service or 
favor, oblige, supply.” These are much 
softer words, much easier to imagine. 
They invite me into an opportunity to 
work with something to see if it is 
workable. Images of moving furniture 
around a room to find the best place 
for the sofa come to mind, of squeezing 
over on the bench to make room for 
one more. It suggests a gentler notion 
of sharing and exploring, but not 
always giving in or getting exactly what 
you want. (Cont. on p. 16) 


11 


Whels Happening? 


Alcoholics Anonymous Gay and lesbian meetings. 
Call 424-5900. 

Alternative Parents A group for people who are 
co-parents to their partners’ kids. Call Jenn 
at 452-5159 or Jody at 425-0665, 
alternativeparents@hotmail.com 

Badminton League Mondays, 8-10 p.m. Call 
Bruce at 453-1244 after 1 p.m., 
cwbyteddy@powersurfr.com 

Bisexual Support Group Second Tuesday of the 
month, 7-9 p.m. at GLCCE. Call 
913-3076, purplehaze@breifcase.com 

Breakfast Club Second Sunday of the month. 
Call Dianne at 433-0374 before 9 p.m. the 
Friday before the breakfast to ensure your 
reservation. 

Classics Social group for lesbians over 40. First 
Sunday of the month, 2 p.m. at Secrets, 
10249 - 107 St. Call Sharie at 475-1502. 

Edmonton Rainbow Business Association Second 
Tuesday of the month, 7:30 p.m. at 
Orlando Books. Call Bill at 422-6207. 

Edmonton Vocal Minority Mixed voice choir. Join 
as a singer or a supporter. Rehearsals begin 
Sept. 10 in Room 1-23, Fine Arts Bldg., 

U of A. New singers welcome for the first 3 
open Sunday rehearsals. Call 479-2038, 
evm@freenet.edmonton.ab.ca 

Equal=Alberta For equal treatment of all 
Albertans. Call 488-3234, 
equalalberta@hotmail.com 

Free-to-Be Volleyball Leagues include 
recreational, skills development and 
womyn-only. Call Andrew at 435-9379. 

Gaywire Lesbian, gay and bisexual news, 
interviews and music. Thursdays, 6-7 p.m. 
on CJSR 88.5 FM. 

GLOCE Gay and Lesbian Community Centre for 
drop-in, peer counselling and library. 
Monday to Friday, 1:30-5:30 and 
7-10 p.m.. Thursdays, 7:30 p.m. are 
women’s drop-in. 103, 10612 - 124 St. 
Call 488-3234, glcce@compusmart.ab.ca 

LEGIT Lesbian and Gay Immigration Task 
Force. Third Tuesday of the month, 7:30 
p-m., GLCCE. Call 428-3234. 
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Would you like your event to be listed here? 
mail |womonspace@hotmail com, leave a message or fax your information to 


Groups and Weekly Events 


Lesbian Wine Tasters A relaxed and educational 
evening of wine tasting. Second Tuesday 
of the month, 7 p.m. Cost $10 for 3 red 
and 3 white wines. Call 455-9344, 
lesbianwine@hotmail.com 

Making Waves Swim Club Thursdays and 
Sundays, 7-8:30 p.m., Confederation Pool, 
11204 - 43 Ave. Call Warren at 497-8511, 
makingwaves edm@yahoo.com 

New Attitudes Social group for gays and 
lesbians age mid-20s-30s. Call 415-5616, 
g_mw_edmonton@yahoo.com 

Northern Chaps Leather/fetish club for gay, 
lesbian and straight people. First and third 
Saturdays of the month, 10 p.m. at 
Buddy’s, northernchaps@telusplanet.net 

Norther Titans Ten pin bowling league. 
Saturdays, 5 p.m. at Reds, West Edmonton 
Mall. Cost $12. Call Garry at 426-6311, 
davegarry@v-wave.com 

OUTreach For I/g/b/t students, staff and faculty 
at the U of A. Tuesdays, 5 p.m., Athabasca 
Hall, U of A campus. Call 988-4166, 
outreach@gpu.srv.ualberta.ca 

Pride 2001 Volunteer for Pride Week 2001 
(June 16-23, 2001). Second Sunday of the 
month, 1:30 p.m. at GLCCE. 
edmonton_pride@hotmail.com 

PFLAG/T Support for parents, families and 
friends of 1/g/b/t. Third Tuesday of the 
month, 7:30 p.m. at GLCCE. Call Lynne 
at 462-5958, 
pflag@freenet.edmonton.ab.ca 

Sacred Circle Dances Mondays, 7:30 p.m. at St. 
Joseph’s Convent, 10120 - 135 Ave. (SW 
door). Cost $5. Call Mary at 477-2808. 

Sonic Sisters Women’s music hosted by Cori 
Brewster. Tuesdays, 7-8 p.m. on CJSR 
88.5 FM. 

Yours, Mine, Ours & Us Support/education group 
for I/g/b/t parents, co-parents and 
partners. First and third Wednesdays of 
the month. Call Liz at 415-5434. 

Youth Understanding Youth Social and support 
group for I/g/b/t age 25 and under. 
Saturdays, 7-9 p.m. at GLCCE, 
yuyedm@hotmail.com 
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Events for September 2000 


Friday to Monday, September 1 to 4 

The Great Alberta Camp-out 

Alberta-wide gay camp-out with 600 
campers expected. Bonfire, games, dog 
show, dances and full bar service. Lions 
Campground, Wetaskiwin. Cost: $60. 
Call Lori at (403) 309-7733. 


Thursday, September 7 - 7:30 p.m. 
Edmonton singer/songwriter Tamara Leigh 
GLCCE, 103, 10612 - 124 St. 
Call 488-3234. 


Saturday, September 9 - 8 p.m. 

The Curtain Rises 

GLCCE’s fundraiser with live 
performers, community showcase, silent 
auction and dance. Wear red to show 
your flare! Lee Pavilion - The Citadel 
Theatre. Cost:$10/advance, $15/door. 
Tickets at Clea’s Books, Front Page, 
Orlando Books, GLCCE, TIX on the 
Square. Call 488-3234. 


Sunday, Sept 10 

Edmonton Vocal Minority Rehearsal 

New members are welcome. Room 
1-23, Fine Arts Bldg, U of A. Call 
479-2038. 


Tuesday, September 12 - 7 p.m. 

Lesbian Wine Tasters 

Relaxed and educational evening of wine 
tasting. Cost: $10 for 3 red and 3 white 
wines. Call 455-9344, 
lesbianwine@hotmail.com 


Thursday, September 14 - 7:30 p.m. 

Women’s Discussion: Coming Qut Stories 

Bring something for a snack potluck. 
GLCCE, 103, 10612 - 124 St. 

Call 488-3234. 


Thursday, September 14 - 7:30 p.m. 

Wrestling with the Angel: Women Reclaiming Their Lives 
Book launch with book editors and 
contributors. Orlando Books, 

10123 Whyte Ave. Call 432-7633. 
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CglenoGr of Events 


Saturday, September 16 - 9:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 
Women’s Investment Workshop 

Experts guide you through the business of 
making money work for you. Junegrass 
Centre near Grande Prairie. Cost $250 
($200 before Sept. 10). 

Call (780) 513-0093. 


Saturday, September 16 - 2 p.m. 

Poet Claire Harris 

Reading from Harris’ 7" book of poetry, 
She, about the depths of a woman’s 


consciousness. Orlando Books, 10123 
Whyte Ave. Call 432-7633. 


Saturday, September 16 - 9 p.m. to 1 a.m. 
Womonspace Dance 

We’re baa-aack! Celebrate autumn with 
Womonspace. Inglewood Hall, 12525 - 
116 Ave. Cost: $5/members with card, 
$8/non-members. Call 482-1794 to 
volunteer. 


Thursday, September 21 - 7:30 p.m. 

Video Night: On Being Gay 

Followed by a discussion on spirituality. 
GLCCE, 103, 10612 - 124 St. 

Call 488-3234. 


Wednesday, September 20 - 5:30 to 7:00 p.m. 

YMOU Back-to-school potluck (children welcome) 
For g/l/b/t parents, co-parents and 
partners; followed by a regular meeting 
from 7-9 p.m.; contact Liz at 415-5434 
for more info. 


Sunday, September 24 - 10 a.m/ noon 

HIV/AIDS Walk 

Kinsmen Park. Registration and 
entertainment begins at 10 a.m., Walk at 
noon, and 10 km Red Ribbon Run at 
12:30 p.m. To volunteer or register, call 
488-5742, events@hivedmonton.com 


Thursday, September 28 - 7:15 p.m. 

Autumn Walk 

Meet at GLCCE to car-pool to Dawson 
Park for the walk. This is an off-leash 
park so bring your pooch. GLCCE, 103, 
10612 - 124 St. Call 488-3234. 
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Desire in 
Seven Voices 


by Denise Taylor. 


When she walks into 
the room, desire 
whispers in my ear. 
When she looks into 
my eyes, desire 
walks down my 
spine with slow 
fingertips. When my 
breath slows, deepens, and even the 
brush of clothing is too much on my 
skin, I know desire. I become visceral, 
elemental, and wanton, all in the name 
of desire. My body pulls, my mind 
yearns, all from desire. But this is me. 

Desire wears as many faces as there 
are women, and in Desire, in seven 
voices, we hear clearly the differences. 
The common element is a measure of 
wanting. Other than that, these women 
speak as in different tongues; languages 
that we hear, but not necessarily 
comprehend. Their stories are 
fascinating, allowing us into jealously 
guarded personal ground with an 
openness that one can sense was, at 
times, difficult. 

These seven Canadian women — 
Dionne Brand, Bonnie Burard, Lorna 
Crozier, Evelyn Lau, Shani Mootoo, 
Susan Musgrave, and Carol Shields — 
bring to us images, evocative and 
revealing. Some stories are childhood 
memories and the developing awareness 
of desire. One tells of a desperate search 
for the one unattainable goal, and one 
finds the answer to her quest. There are 
tales of desire told as fiction, and others 
of bone-deep truths. Through their 
voices I felt flashes of personal 
recognition, and in one, a deep shiver of 
empathy. I won’t tell you which one, 
because I think that each reader will find 
that empathy within a different tale. 
Read this book and find your desire. W 
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onton Chure 


Affirm United A support group for members 
of the United Church of Canada. Call 
Therese or Phyllis at 440-1306. 


Brethren Mennonite Council For gay, lesbian 
and bisexual Mennonites and friends, 
call Heather at 987-4974. 


Dignity Edmonton For gay, lesbian and 

bisexual Roman Catholics and friends. 
Call Bernard at 451-1794 or Joseph at 
481-4218, trainlvr@compusmart.ab.ca 


Freedom Metropolitan Community Church Sundays 
at 1 p.m. and 7:15 p.m. Children’s 
church school, Sundays at 1 p.m. Youth 
group, Tuesdays at 7 p.m. McDougall 
United Church, downstairs, 10086 
Macdonald Drive (south entrance). Call 
429-2321, Revbev@compusmart.ab.ca 


Lambda Christian Community Church A non- 
denominational, evangelical Christian 
church. Sundays at 7 p.m. Call 
474-0753 for church location. 


Lutherans Concerned Call Mette at 
461-5571, 
luthconc@freenet.edmonton.ab.ca 


McDougall United Church Welcomes people of 
all sexual orientations. Sundays at 
10:30 a.m. at 10086 McDonald Dr. 
Call 428-1818. 


Southminster-Steinhauer United Church Welcomes 
all sexual orientations. Sundays at 

10 a.m. at Ermineskin Community 
League, 10709 - 32A Ave. Call the 
church office at 435-2028, Debbie at 
987-4974, or Read at 437-9732. 


Unitarian Church of Edmonton Worship and 
services of union. Sundays at 9:30 a.m. 
and 11:15 a.m. at 12530 - 110 Ave. Call 
454-8073 or e-mail 
uce@compusmart.ab.ca 
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A Kinder, Gertler, Happier ko’. 


CD Review: invincible Summer 


I must admit, I thought k.d. was at her 
best with Ingenue — tortured, dark, 
constantly craving — but her latest release, 
declared by lang as the ‘yang’ to Ingenue, 
has won me over. This album walks the 
treacherous fine line of happy 
music/cheesy music. Anyone going 
through a bad break-up or a bout of 
unrequited love knows that the dark side 
of love is well represented on the radio. 
Lang has decided to challenge herself 
musically, as is her way, by going for a 
feel-good romantic pop album. There are 
a number of potential radio hits here 
waiting to be discovered. 

k.d. lang says her 
intention was to record how 
love makes you feel like it’s 
summer all of the time. Sun, 
water, calm, relaxation, 
health. There is no doubt that 
those Californian beaches and 
her four-year relationship 
with Leisha Hailey have 
inspired these tunes. Upon 
first listen, two songs 
especially appealed to me. 
“The Consequences of 
Falling” showcases lang’s full 
rich voice that cannot be 
denied. In general, though, throughout 
the album, I found the synthesized strings 
a bit much. A mental image of Lawrence 
Welk’s bubble machine popped up more 
than once for me. 

However, k.d. still manages to sound 
very hot singing, “Are you breathing what 
I’m breathing? Are your wishes the same 
as mine? Are you needing what I’m 
needing ? I’m waiting for a sign.” This is 
the only song she didn’t write herself 
(from the movie Anywhere But Here), and 
though it doesn’t fit the sunny-happy 
theme on this album, she says she could 
not resist it. Ah, a whisper of torment still 
remains in her soul. Don’t get me wrong; 
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| by Shawna L Mochnacz | | 


I really am very Sige, that k.d. is finally 
happy and enjoying her life and love. 

“What Better Said” was written to 
describe that moment when you 
desperately want that certain someone to 
tell you they love you, and how you have 
absolutely no control over whether it 
happens. It reminds me of her Even 
Cowgirls Get the Blues sound, but in a 
likable way. A lot of thought has gone in 
to the inspiration of each of lang’s songs. 
“Extraordinary Thing” deals with how 
love makes everything different. 
“Summerfling” is thought to be the 
thematic core of the album, 
but for me, all I got from it 
was an image of that fake 
wood paneling from my 
Dad’s rumpus room. 

For those of you who miss 
her Absolute Torch & Twang 
days, “Love’s Great Ocean” 
will certainly appeal to you. 
The ocean is a metaphor for 
the immensity of love. 
Written with her old pal Ben 
Mink, it has a Roy Orbison-y 
feel, with that weird slidey 
country twangy instrument. 
As I am a classical musician, I 
am bound by oath not to know the name 
of that particular implement, I mean 
instrument. Cool song, all the same. With 
it’s retro-80s disco beat, I believe “It’s 
Happening With You” may be a secret 
tribute to Charlie’s Angels, but you 
decide. 

In the end, I think k.d. lang wants 
you to enjoy your summer with this 
music. Whether you’re on a backyard 
swing, gardening, painting your house or 
whipping up blueberry pancakes for one 
of those perfect Sunday mornings, this is 
your ambience music. Or use it to cling 
to summer because you know what’s 
coming! v 


Speaking of “Normal” (cont. from p. 11) 


In the parenting group, we talked 
about approaching schools about the 
needs of lesbian and gay parents. When 
we thought of suggesting to the schools 
that together we could find ways to 
accommodate our needs within their 
constraints, a lot of options came up 
quickly. When we talked about getting 
the schools to be tolerant, we seemed 
more defensive and strained. 

Language is a creator of our 
experience as well as a reflection of it. 
Many folks are familiar with my 
mantra of ‘and,’ rather than ‘either/or.’ 
I would add ‘accommodate’ to the list 
of words that energizes options and 
choices. It’s amazing what happens 
when you change just one word in a 
thought. It can change the whole belief 
system behind it and thus the emotions 
connected to the belief . 

Try it. “I can tolerate” generates a 
very different reaction than “I can 
accommodate.” The reverse is also 
true. “I can’t accommodate that” is 
much easier than “I can’t tolerate that.” 
Both have their place, but I suggest 
playing with the words to see the 
change in impact. And don’t just try 
this in your personal relationships, try 
it with groups and organizations that 
get under your saddle like a burr. 
There are no guarantees, but notions of 
accommodation seem pretty 


encouraging to me. 

*Registered Clinical Social Worker, 
(780) 415-5434. 

**Writer and award-winning play-write. 


Opinions expressed in this article are those of 
the writers’ alone. They are not intended to 
substitute for consultation with 3 
an accountable professional therapist. 


THE CURTAIN RISES 
MS Danser Silene Arciioa 


Live Show, Great Food 


Dress up in shades of red 
for GLCCE’s annual fundraiser! 


Tickets at Orlando Books, 
Clea’s Books, The Front Page, 
Tix on the Square, and GLCCE 


For more info, to volunteer, or become 
a sponsor, call GLCCE at 488-3234 
or email glcce@compusmart.ab.ca 


Wholistic Therapy 
for Health, 
Naturally 


Candace Myhr, 
Certified Wholistic Practitioner 


Touch for Health 
11448 - 124 St., Edmonton 
(780) 451-6725 
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Womens Spirit Circles 


Presents Chant: Voice, Body, Breath. 
Experience the healing. Explore the origins. 
Sept. 23, 2000. Call {780)487-7310, 

email spiritlinks@incentre.net or visit 
www. incentre.net/spiritlinks | 


“Everyone is in favour of free speech, but 
some people’s idea of it is that they are 
free to say what they like. If anyone else 
says something bad, that is an outrage.” 
Winston Churchill 


Saw you at the Folkfest | 
A dancing butch, what will they think of next? 


Dance with me again at The Curtain Rises? 


“I get off on the raunchiest, dirtiest, 
most taboo photos I can find; if ’'m 
not supposed to like it, you can be sure 
that it will turn me on.” 

Lindsay McClune in On Our Backs, 
June-July 2000 


(780) 421-7953 
www.designed-by-artemis.com 


* 
~ 
Neela § 
vA 
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Pornography, Customs and the Courts 

(cont. from p. 8) 

of pornography was laid down by the 
Supreme Court in the Butler decision. 
The Court accepted the argument that 
pornography is harmful to society. In 
particular, it was found that it was 
reasonable for the government to 
presume that pornography is harmful, 
particularly to women and children. 
The Court defined pornography as 
sexually explicit materials that included 
actual or threatened violence, 
degradation or humiliation. 

The question is whether this 
definition can and should be 
transported wholesale to gay and 
lesbian erotica/pornography. Is it 
appropriate to adhere to this harm- 
based definition? Is there evidence that 
gay and lesbian erotica or pornography 
harms lesbian and gay people? Is it 
reasonable to presume such a link 
exists? How do we define 
inappropriate sexual images, 
degradation, humiliation, violence or 
threat of violence in the context of 
lesbian and gay materials? Do we want 
to let straight people make these 
determinations? Can they? Can we 
trust them to see through their own 
homophobia and truly understand the 
context in which the expression must 
be viewed? 

Is it possible that lesbian and gay 
erotica/pornography plays a positive 
role in our community? Lesbian and 
gay sexual expression is largely absent 
in this homophobic little world of ours. 
Heterosexual expression is everywhere, 
but a kiss between gays or lesbians on 
TV is the stuff of newspaper headlines. 
Does our own sexual expression serve 
the critical role of empowering and 
educating us? Does it normalize same- 
sex sexual expression and help us 
overcome our own homophobia? Let’s 
see what the Supreme Court thinks. 


v 


17 


Nov 15 


Dec 6 


Dec 20 


* Children and youth welcome on these 
evenings. They will be invited to contribute 


f Fall 
f Activities... 


7-9 p.m. Regular meeting 

§:30-7 p.m. Back-to-school 
potluck for I/g/b/t families* 

7-9 p.m. Regular meeting 

7-9 p.m. Regular meeting 

1-9 p.m. Legal issues. Special 
guest: Julie Lloyd, lawyer 

1-9 p.m. “Gays & Lesbians 
Through the Eyes of 
Schoolchildren” - video 
presentation 

1-9 p.m. Evening for children 
and youth living in I/g/b/t 
families and their parent/co- 
parents - discussions and 
activities for each group* 

§:30-7 p.m. Winter potluck for 
l/g/b/t families* 

1-9 p.m. Regular meeting 

No meeting 


to a scrapbook on I/g/b/t families 


Contact Liz at (780) 415-5434; 
e-mail: ahanemas@datanet.ab.ca 


6uIeGr 


by C. A. McEwen 


If I touched you 

Would you sing 

in response to my finger 
tips’ caress? Moaning 
and then screaming 
resonantly. 

Or just flatly complain? 


Phone: 455-9344 
E-mail: womonspace@hotmail.com 
Fax: 455-9344 


Quarter page: $25 
Half page: $50 
Full page: $100 


Classified ads (3 lines) 
are free for members. 


Read back issues of womonspace 
on our award-winning website: 
http://www.gaycanada. 
com/womonspace/ 


“Women have been taught not only not to have 
their own desire, but to live somebody else's 
desire. We've been the object of people's 
desire. We've never been the subject of our 
own desire.” 

Eve Ensler, author of The Vagina Monologues 


“Lesbians own sex toys, 

have young lovers, 

do threesomes with their friends, 
visit the baths, 

explore bondage, 

dress up in frilly fetish underwear 
and spike heels, 

buy sexually explicit material, 

go to movies that have 

lesbian sex in them, 

shave each other, use poppers, 
go to the bar with the 

specific purpose of getting laid, 
and buy more Crisco 

than they need for frying chicken.” 
Pat Califia 

Writer and sex-advice columnist 
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| Womyrr’s Vollevba]/ League 


The Free-to-Be Volleyball Association 
has been in existence now for over five 
years. Steadily over the years there has 
been a growing interest in starting a 
womyn-only volleyball league. The 
coordinators of the association believe 
that there is now sufficient interest to 
realize this dream. A league 
coordinator (Jenn) has stepped 
forward, the gym application for the 
fall has been submitted, money is being 
raised for league balls, notices are 
going out to the community and names 
are being collected. 

The organizational structure of the 
league will develop as players join and 
help to guide the league, although a 
few guidelines have been set. All 
leagues of the association are self 
supported, meaning funds to cover the 
cost of the gym come from the league 
members. The cost will be between $30 
to $60 per year depending on the 
number of players that participate. The 
year will run from October to May, 
and times will be according to gym 
availability. The Free-to-Be Volleyball 
Association endeavors to provide 
opportunities for the les/bi/gay 
community of Edmonton to play 
volleyball in a safe and supportive 
environment. We expect this principle 
to be maintained. 

Looking even further into the 
future, we are discussing the possibility 
of a womyn-only volleyball tourna- 
ment in Edmonton. This may be held 


| Seashell Cabins - Nova Scotia 
Housekeeping units on rural Cape Breton 
Island. Lesbian-owned and managed by 
Marie and Nan. Call (902) 224-1563. 


by A. Schuster | 


in conjunction with the existing Ice 
Breaker Tournament on the second 
weekend of November. There are 
les/bi/gay volleyball tournaments in 
virtually every major city in North 
America, but none that I know of offer 
a womyn-only division. The main 
reason for the lack of a female division 
is a lack of willingness to organize the 
events. I personally know of womyn’s 
teams in Victoria, Calgary and 
Winnipeg and I’m sure there are teams 
in other cities. If we can get ourselves 
organized, it would be very exciting to 
host a tournament with these womyn’s 
teams in our fair city. 

We need a show of interest and 
commitment from Edmonton’s womyn 
volleyball players. If you are volleyball 
inclined, send an email to 
ftb.volleyball@telusplanet.net. Let us 
know that we are doing the right thing 
and that you will try to participate if 
you can. To keep track of the Free-to- 
Be Volleyball Association drop by the 
association website at 
http://www.telusplanet.net/public/aschu 
st/ftb.htm. We will post details about 
the womyn’s league as they become 
available. v 


Mountain Berry Inn B&B 

on 40 acres of paradise near Salmon 
Arm, B.C. (250) 835-8891, e-mail: 
mberry@jetstream.net 


_ Labyrinth Lake Lodge Peaceful, 
inexpensive getaways for couples / small | 
groups. Complete privacy on 160 acres 
lakefront. Hot tub. Phone 878-3301 (local 
call) or lablake@compusmart.ab.ca 


l “ = 
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The “Elle” in GLCCE 


It’s hard to believe the summer is almost 
over. We recently began hosting 
Thursday women’s drop-in nights and 
I'm thrilled to report that it has been 
very successful. Over the summer, we 
averaged about a dozen women each 
Thursday, and they’ve arranged 
activities ranging from discussions to 
potlucks to bowling. Having more 
women in the Centre has coincided with 
a surge in donations of lesbian books for 
our library. On page 13, you'll find our 
drop-in schedule for September. 

Keeping GLCCE open 
approximately 350 days a year costs 
about $7,200 just for rent and utilities. 
It seems strange to work at a service 
organization and spend so much time 
trying to make money, but it’s just a fact 
of life. There are services offered at 
GLCCE seven days per week, helping 
hundreds of people each month through 
referrals, support group meetings, in- 
person and telephone peer-counselling 
sessions, library loans and Centre drop- 
ins. We have about 40 on-going 
volunteers as well as dozens who help 
out with special events. There are two 
staff, each of us working half-time. My 
position as volunteer coordinator and 
administrator is funded by the lottery 
board, and my colleague Kirk (who 
coordinates Gay Men’s Health 
Outreach) is funded by the Alberta 
Community HIV Fund. As well, we 
were delighted to receive $2,000 this 
year from the City. The rest of our 
operating money comes from 
memberships, donations and 
fundraisers. Individuals purchase 
memberships at the Centre, or make 
sustaining gifts several times a year. 

It seems like the summer has been a 
series of fundraisers. We were involved 
in the June Pride dance, a very 
successful event at The Citadel Theatre. 
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by Kristy Harcourt | 


Then many of you stopped by to pick 
up a little something at our Klondyke 
Days Garage Sale. Now we’re in the 
midst of planning The Curtain Rises, 
our major annual fundraiser, and we’ve 
set our hopes high: we want to raise the 
rent! Many people come to us with 
great programming ideas, and with the 
public’s support we’ll be able to be 
secure enough financially to put more of 
our effort into support for individuals in 
need, wellness-promoting programs and 
informative and enriching resources. 

As well as being a great cause, The 
Curtain Rises will be great fun. It will 
feature live music, silent auction, raffle, 
great food, and a DJ dance in the 
amphitheatre and atrium at The Citadel 
Theatre. We are very proud that the 
event will be consistent with our 
mandate and values. It will be all-ages, 
the price will be accessible and there are 
opportunities to assist people who can’t 
afford a ticket. Community groups and 
art organizations will be displaying their 
information. We’ll also be highlighting 
many excellent members of Edmonton’s 
GLBT community throughout the night. 
We would love to have your support 
with The Curtain Rises, or with any of 
GLCCE’s programs. 

Each month we publish a wish list. 
Thanks to you angels out there who 
have picked up books for the Centre 
recently. The wish list this month 
includes: 

Recognizing Ourselves - Ellen Lewin 

The Ultimate Guide to Pregnancy for Lesbians - 
Rachel Pepper 

Lesbian Epiphanies - Karol Jensen 

Buy a book for GLCCE and get 
10% off its purchase price at Orlando 
Books. We would also love some used 
children’s play chairs to make our kid’s 
corner more accessible. See you at the 
Centre! 
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there are areas | did not feel capable of 
discussing. Incest and bestiality, 
pedophilia... I can’t get my head space 
around it. Maybe that’s a huge failing on 
my part as an artist! I overcame some of 
it, as that was the task I set myself as an 
artist. I made conscious choices about 
what went into the book, based on the 
reality of what went on with our 
political situation. I knew on some level 
that dealing seriously with any of those 
issues... would damage my reputation, 
and that of the publishing company. I 
Meh fia aelection now think of that as a failure, that I 
ought to have confronted them.” 
' of titles for women. As to whether or not Timothy 
| approves of censorship himself, “It’s a 


10123 Whyte Ave. TGE 1Z5 question of whether censorship is a tool 
€ /NWE. 


OrLANdO | 
BOOKS 


FER? SU. Ss | 
| 


Edmonton’s lesbian-owned, 
feminist bookstore 


to fight exploitation... and does 


432-7643 removing something from view actually 
stop people from thinking about it? 
That’s one of the questions that my 
www.orlandobooks.com book asks. And I don’t know the answer. 


I don’t think you should be provocative 
for the sake of being provocative. You 


The Alberta Report on the Arts 

(cont. from p. 7) 

expressing horrible things about me 
personally. They didn’t actually ask... 
discover I come from a very religious 
background, that I’m one of the [few] 
Albertans who attend church. I sent 
letters to [these people] explaining the 
errors in the Alberta Report, and things 
about myself. None of them wrote 
back!” 

How did 
Timothy 
himself feel 
about writing 
the book, and 
the subsequent 
reactions to it? 
“There are 
many things in 
my book that 
make me 
uncomfortable. 
I censored 
myself a great 
deal... because 
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7 @ Malt Order Catalogue $5 & Secure On Line Shopping & 
__ & Retail Store Open 7 Days A Week & Express Shipping ¥ 


selection of quality 
sexual products for 


254-2543 
2 (804) 254-5472 


should be provocative with a purpose. 
My personal feeling is that total 
censorship is impossible to put into 
place... [especially] with the Internet 


now. In terms of government funding as 


a censorship issue, if taxation is the 
argument, then the funding should 
reflect the interests of the whole 
population.” 


Canada’s largest 


women! Yippee!! 


Order Toll Free 1-888-WYM-WARE 
www.womynsware.com 


"238 Xaly1 ‘Sagan ‘STiid ‘Saga 
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Belly Dancing 


“But youre a lesbian! ?!” is often one of 
the first comments people grace me with 
once they find out about my passion, my 
joy, my secret self if you will. With a 
slight smirk, I acknowledge, “Yes, I belly 
dance.” Then the questions begin. 
“Aren’t you playing into the patriarchy? 
Don’t you feel exploited? Don’t you 
have to be skinny to do that?” My 
answer to all of the above is NO! I 
dance for me, for the joy of the 
movements. I dance in honour of all the 
women over the centuries who have 
danced before me. No one can exploit 
me unless I give my permission. A 
dancer can weigh 98 lbs. or 300 lbs. and 
the movements can be mastered by 
anyone. 


~ Ancient Movements ~ 
~ Goddess Knowledge ~ 
~ Sensual Toning ~ 


Experience the benefits of 
Middle Eastern dance. 


Beginner classes 


a starting 
v4 Sept. 20" to Nov. 22" 
7 - 8:30 p.m. 


$80 


Strathcona Community Hall 
10139 - 87 Ave. 


To register call 
Valda: 479-8234 


by Valda 


Middle Eastern dance is not some 
sort of sex dance performance invented 
to arouse, although the movements and 
music are sensual. Millions of women in 
dozens of countries enjoy belly dancing 
at gatherings that are entirely or 
predominantly female. The women talk, 
eat and dance in the same way Western 
women talk, eat and play cards. In many 
countries, it is the main form of exercise 
for girls and women, from age 9 to 90. 

The movements massage the 
internal female organs, strengthen the 
back muscles, improve posture, and are 
just plain old fun! Dancing burns 
calories, tightens and builds muscles and 
increases flexibility like any other form 
of exercise. It can make one more 
comfortable with the skin they’re in. 
Last, but not least, gathering weekly in 
the company of women is good for the 
soul because owning our sensuality and 
sexuality is a personal affirmation. If we 
refuse to be pigeon-holed as to how we 
look as lesbians, why should we be 
pigeon-holed as to how we move (no 


offence to pigeons). 
For more information or resources, 7 
call Valda at 479-8234. W) 


"We made our [lesbian-made porn videos] in a 
furious reaction to the mainstream feminist 
community, which treated lesbian sex like a 
nonentity - or believed we only performed 
polite, equal opportunity, five-minute 
cunnilingus kind of things with each other. 
Susie Bright, As Porn as We Wanna Be 


"The first [porn] photo | looked at was a man's 
body, overexposed and yellow, wearing a bra, 
holding his penis. ... In contrast to his shiny 
limbs, it looked like a big red hot dog. | wouldn't 
eat hot dogs for quite a while after that." 

Susie Bright, My First Dirty Picture 
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ARIES: Sometimes the house has to burn 
down so you can see the sky. 
When life hands you lemons, 
find a nice cold wheat ale to slice 
them into. Particularly if 
someone else is buying. 
TAURUS: Your right to independence is 
not in question... but don’t let 
your travelling shoes make all 
} your decisions for you.-The 
. goddess gave you a heart and a 
brain for a reason. Try not to 
engage one without the other. 
GEMINI: The ham in you is desperate 
for an audience, but your 
sweetheart has a point: the 
neighbours really don’t need to 
see your bedroom gymnastics. 
Scream to your heart’s content... 
but please, pull down the shades! 
CANCER: You feel most secure within 
the friendly confines of your own 
home, so why go out unless you 
absolutely have to? Take all the 
time you need to nurture your 
inner clown... that feeling of 
~ vulnerability won’t last. 
LEO: People like you, They really, really 
like you. Bah! That’s a good one! 
What little nobility and loyalty 
you’re capable of has been buried 
under a tonne of vanity and self- 
indulgence. But don’t despair; at 
least your therapist is still 
listening. Maybe. 
VIRGO: You are courteous to a fault, 
and your house is excruciatingly 
neat. Some people find fastid- 
iousness a real turn-on, but 
c’mon, do you really have to iron 
your boxer shorts? Take that two 
hours you normally spend 
. alphabetizing your fridge and just 
chill. 
LIBRA: Riding a dyke is like riding a 
bike. The timing will come back, 
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September Honeys Copes 


| by Honeypot | 


no matter how long it’s been 
since you shifted into high gear 
sa with a real live person. Part of 
2297 the problem is that quarrelsome 
mood you’ve been in since about, 
oh, 1994. Get over it. 
SCORPIO: You’ve been having such a 
beastly time at the bar; it’s a 
wonder you haven’t stung 
a) yourself in sheer panic. Steer that 
J tireless dedication to drudgery 
into something totally wacko and 
fun... like mindless sex with a 


stranger. Or two. 

SAGITTARIUS: Careless abandon looks 
good on you. Now that financial 
success is within your grasp, 
‘you’ve discovered it’s not the 
only cherry on the tree. Pick with 
caution and you'll be rewarded 
with glorious opportunities to 
seduce your muse. 

CAPRICORN: Underneath that stiff 
upper lip is a warm-hearted 
mushball. Those who can get 

4, past your bossy arrogance will be 
<3, pleasantly surprised... provided 
t they have Jots of patience. Throw 
caution to the wind: run with 
scissors. : 

AQUARIUS: Colleagues who find you 
thoughtless and cruel at times 
secretly admire you for your 

GA vision and individuality. But 
s{24/ they'd like you a lot better if 
you’d do your share of the grunt 
work. Many hands make lots of 
foreplay. 

PISCES: A lukewarm summer romance 
has left you with a hot temper... 
and a definite chill in the 

boudoir. She won’t come back, 

iog5 but your sex appeal will. Treat 
yourself to a new autumn pair of 
corduroys, then get out there and 
circulate. v 
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Avtvumn Dance 


Saturday, September 16, 2000 
9pm. to] am. 
Inglewood Hall 
12525 - 116 Ave, 


Cost: $5/members with card, $8/non-members 
Call 482-1794 to SEINE Is 


Womons: I6¢e members. hi 9 Form B 


(Conficentiaglity Assured’) 


Niaine(s) 


Address 
City Postal Code 
Phone E-mail 


12-month membership fee: 
$15/single or $25/couple (with one newslererh: 
$15/associate (Friend of Womonspace; newsletter only) 


Cheque or money order payable to: Womonspace, Box 128 Main P.O., Edmonton, 


Alberta, T5J 3K4 Phone: (780) 482-1794 (low income available) 


[|] New Member _ [| Renewal Associate © 
(J I would like to be a volunteer Total al fhcles ea 
|] Please mail my newsletter to my home 

|_| I will pick up the newsletter at dances and events $ 


